Eugene Fairbanks was an electrical engineer formerly in the employ of the Edison and Swan Electric Light Company.
Born in 1863 in the Holborn District of London, Eugene was the son of a prominent London businessman named Hiram Fairbanks of the Fairbanks Shipping Company. Eugene’s father, eyeing an opportunity in the destruction wrought by the American Civil War, emigrated the family to New York City when Eugene was just an infant. There, Hiram used his extensive library of suppliers to sell imported construction materials, machines, and farming supplies at a steep markup to the Reconstruction Era South. 
Eugene would often spend his childhood with his father examining new tools and devices that could be conceivably shipped across the waters back to London. As such, Eugene developed a love for mechanical devices at a young age. When Eugene was old enough, he entered the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s School of Engineering. There, he studied a wide range of disciplines, including physics, chemistry, and mechanical engineering. His keen intellect allowed him to obtain his doctorate in Engineering at a mere 23 years of age in 1886.
Eugene’s good fortune continued when a family friend introduced him in 1887 to William Joseph Hammer, laboratory assistant to Thomas Edison. William Hammer, impressed with the erudition and potential of Eugene, would offer him a research and development position with Edison’s famous Menlo Park laboratory. 
While in Hammer’s employ, Eugene learned a great deal about electric dynamos, direct current, the (then-fairly new) incandescent light bulb, and the principles of electricity. In letters to his parents, Eugene would describe in great detail the marvels he would see in Edison’s lab, and the luminaries of the time who would come to see Edison.
In 1890, Hammer offered Eugene the position of engineer within the Edison and Swan Electric Light Company. Eugene relished the chance to prove himself to his superiors and visit his homeland. After only a few years and shrewd investments, Eugene became fairly well off, and purchased a town house in the area where he was born. Life was good, but then tragedy struck: in 1892, Eugene received a telegram that both his parents died in a carriage accident.
Distraught, Eugene cashed out most of his investments and took an extended sabbatical from the Edison and Swan Electric Light Company.
SKILLS (OCCUPATION):
Chemistry – (1/50/51) – Eugene extensively studied chemistry while at M.I.T.
Electrical Repair – (10/75/85) – Eugene’s time at Menlo Park and with the Edison and Swan Electric Light Company has given him an extremely advanced knowledge (for 1890) of electricity, including the repair of dynamos, wiring, electricity, power generation, etc.
History – (20/5/25) – Eugene studied some history as an undergraduate, but the subject never appealed to him very much.
Library Use – (25/50/75) – Being a student at M.I.T. and a research and development engineer at Menlo Park gave Eugene the ability to find information with ease.
Mechanical Repair – (20/65/85) – Eugene’s ability to easily decipher blueprints and schematics allow him to easily repair most mechanical devices.
Operate Heavy Machinery – (1/75/76) – Obsessed with machines, Eugene would often gladly help with their operation and repair while at work.
Physics – (1/60/61) – An advanced knowledge of physics was essential to helping Eugene learn the principles of the fairly-nascent discipline of electrical engineering.
SKILLS (INTEREST):
Credit Rating – (15/25/40) – Eugene’s well off, but his disheveled appearance and homely face often make others leery of lending him money. 
Listen – (25/30/55) – Eugene was known, both in school and work, for being someone that could listen to complex concepts and break them down to simpler ones.
Locksmith – (1/50/51) – Eugene’s fascination with machines extended to small mechanical devices as well. Though the thought of using it for ill never crossed his mind, Eugene learned how to disable and repair many simple mechanical locks.
Persuade – (15/40/55) – Eugene often found himself debating engineers on the merits of his design over theirs.
Spot Hidden – (25/35/60) – While in the employ of William Hammer, Eugene was known for finding minute flaws and schematic errors that could have had dire consequences had they entered production.
EQUIPMENT:
· Professional Suit (worn)
· Billfold containing $100 in American dollars, and $300 in pounds sterling
· Key to town house at Holborn Circus
· Gladstone Bag containing:
· Writing tools – fountain pen, paper, pencils
· Drafting tools – straight edges, small T-square, compass, pencils, etc.
· Small spool of copper wire
· Pocket knife
· Several small magnets
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Map of London


